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Editorial 
 

By Ruari Cumming 
 

 I well recall, when 

still in corporate business 

life, that I was constantly 

pestered by my boss for 

“good news” stories that he 

could pass up the line to the 

Board.  Most of the time 

such niceties were rare. 

 It is, therefore, with 

great delight I tell you of a “very good news” story.  

Last Sunday, not 4 days ago, Bruce Collins gained 

his Credit distinction from the PAGB and can now 

place CPAGB after his name.  Well done Bruce ! 

 It appears the standard required for passes with 

the PAGB has increased much in the last few years.  

Bruce provided a set of prints which were, in our 

opinion, way above the requirement as defined as 

“should do well in average club or inter-club       

competitions”.  Of the 25 print entrants, only 14 

passed but in slides 6 of the 7 entrants got through.  

That same day applicants for the Master award were 

viewed but none were successful. 

 In between “Credit” and “Master” comes the 

“Distinction” award and this was adjudicated on the 

day before.  Many long and sad faces were seen at the 

end of that day as of the 27 applicants in the print 

section, only 5 passed.  In the slides section, 7 of the 

15 entrants were awarded their DPAGB. 

 Whilst I am all in favour of standards rising, I 

do believe that in recent years the PAGB have 

“moved the goalposts” in terms of what they now  

require as minimum standards.  Unfortunately this is 

not wholly or accurately reflected in the guidance 

notes they issue.  If it was, then I am sure that more 

passes would occur albeit from a smaller number of 

applicants.  Many from the DPAGB session will have 

gone home wondering where they went wrong,     

especially if the images they entered had already been 

accepted and perhaps had even received medals or 

highly commended awards in locally run national           

competitions. 

 But then another day is another opportunity. 
 

(Details of the PAGB distinctions can be found in our        

Newsletter No: 54, seen on our website or ask me for a copy.) 

An Evening to  

Remember 
 

By John Moore 
 

 Being warned in 

advance that ‘something 

special ’  might  be        

happening which would 

need my note taking, I 

ventured into the club 

meeting with pad & pen ready for Brian Steptoe’s 

“Looking Back & Looking Forward” presentation. 

 Alan started the introductions by reminding 

us of Brian’s recent award of the RPS Fenton 

Medal & the celebratory drink confirmed that we 

were celebrating both Brian’s achievements with 

our Club & the RPS.  Brian had been awarded the 

rare distinction of the Fenton Medal & an Honorary 

Life Membership from the RPS, which our club 

was proud of.  Some longer-

term club members knew of 

Brian’s history, whilst some of 

us newer folks were learning 

for the first time that he had 

been a member since 1978 & 

Chairman for 17 years. He 

achieved his LRPS in 1983, 

APRS in the mid 80’s, FRPS 

in 1988 & AFIAP soon after. 

 In addition Brian was a Club, National and 

International Judge during the late 80’s and early 

90’s.  He was also an RPS “A” and “F” distinctions 

panel member and chaired the Contemporary     

category from the mid 90’s onwards.  I detected a      

certain deserved glow of pride as Brian started his 

presentation and showed the audience his Fenton 

Medal, a rare award in recognition of his     

achievements & services to the RPS. 

 Brian’s presentation showed highlights of the 

Four Centuries Exhibition he was involved in and 

his work with the RPS, making proposals for new 

ways for degree level students to display their work 

which were accepted in 2003, and we saw a number 

of examples of creative student presentations such 

as rotating images, the use of mirrors reflecting  

images, combinations of ‘book’ presentations along 

with very large wall prints,                ...../contd 
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images on cakes (some half eaten by starving students) 

and the use of  translucent screens with reflected     

images, with the RPS agreeing to Brian’s proposals & 

to ‘Constructed Work Submissions’. 

This approach is 

used by students 

l o o k i n g  f o r 

p a s s e s  f o r       

A s s o c i a t e    

Membership and 

now also for  

F e l l o w s h i p 

M e m b e r s h i p ,  

a n d  B r i a n             

participates in 3  

member assessment panels judging the submissions. 

 We were then treated to a selection of Brian’s 

past work and favourites, some of which were        

captured on a large format camera, which was on show 

and looked a little scary to me.  Brian interestingly 

showed examples of great photos & the phases he 

went through.  Old trees in black & white, colour 

works in the late 80’s & use of polarizing filters. We 

visited North Scotland, bays, beaches, rippled sand 

and also his minimalist phase. 

 What really blew me away was his ‘Out of     

Focus’ phase in 1988. The photos I thought were  

stunning, especially his ‘Summer Swim’ – a child on a 

beach all out of focus.  This has proven to be one of 

his most famous and successful pictures.  He explained 

that he decided to produce an out of focus panel for his 

associate membership ‘Who said it had to be Sharp’ to 

a shocked RPS, who eventually passed him due to his 

sheer cheek !  The evening continued with themes, 

which included fairgrounds their rides, piers, rock 

structures & gypsy horse fairs. Perhaps one of the 

more innovative & dare I say cheeky, was the         

contemporary colourful ‘Negative Zero’ This also 

caused amusement when explained that this was based 

on a film roll negative end.  I learned after his well         

applauded presentation 

that he has lived & 

w o r k e d  i n  t h e          

Wokingham area for 30 

years. 

 Finally, the last 

memorable event of the 

evening was when 

Bracknell Camera Club 

awarded Brian Steptoe 

an Honorary Lifetime 

Membership of the Club.  

Well done Brian, a great 

& memorable evening. 

A trip to Winkworth 

Arboretum 
 

By Margaret Stewart 
 

 Caroline Colegate   

organised a t r ip  to        

Winkworth Arboretum in 

October.  It had been many, 

many years since I’d visited 

& could barely remember 

where it was or what it was like, so thought what 

a lovely idea.  Winkworth is set in the Surrey 

Hills, near Godalming.  Finding it was interesting 

even with the help of Sat Nav.  Glad I wasn’t on 

my own !  However, everyone did manage to find 

it albeit by slightly different routes.  We had    

arranged to meet in the car park and then sorted 

out who was paying & who had National Trust 

cards & what time to meet later before going to 

the pub for lunch. 

 As we stood in the car park, before starting 

our expedition, I saw 

a l l  t h i s  v e r y              

p r o f e s s i o n a l  k i t   

emerging from various 

boots.  There was me 

with a just a camera 

and one lens.  I keep 

thinking I should take the tripod with me but very 

rarely do, thank heavens for Janice Bradley – she 

of ‘You will man the Exhibition won’t you’ 

fame ! It was very easy to find your way around; 

we were given a leaflet with a map and a brief 

description of some of the special areas.  There 

were numbered posts to follow a logical trail if 

you wished.  We all splintered into various groups 

and Janice, Michael Soane and myself seemed to 

go off in a completely different direction to     

everyone else. 

 The weather was probably not at its most 

advantageous for taking stunning autumnal shots 

but did lend itself to looking at things a little 

closer.  The three of us set off looking for Sorbus 

Hill with its National Collection of Whitebeams.  

As you look down from here you could imagine, 

if there had been a few rays of sunshine, the play 

of light and shadow between the branches of the 

trees with their 

autumn leaves 

& the colourful 

berries below. 

However, this 

was not to be 

but 

     ....../contd  
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Janice & Michael did get down and dirty – using a 

(shared) macro lens.  (If I had a Canon instead of a 

Nikon I could have played too !)  I haven’t seen the 

results yet but we found some spider webs & snails & 

mushrooms & all sorts of lovely textural things.  It 

was great fun.  I’m sure we three missed some      

wonderful views because our heads were down so 

much looking at the smaller objects in nature but had 

such a wonderful time with no pressure from our other 

halves thinking we’d stayed long enough in one place! 

We then went downhill to The Bowl, again looking at 

the smaller things in life, 

spent sometime in the     

Boathouse & played with the 

available light before finally 

mounting the Azalea Steps 

and back to base, as we’d  

almost run out of time.  There 

was a delightful seating area and café that served a 

very nice cup of coffee.  We three decided that it was 

worth another visit as we’d seen so little and would 

like to explore further. 

 This visit culminated in lunch being organised, 

again by Caroline, at The Manor Inn, a Beefeater, very 

near to the Arboretum.  Not only was it a superb lunch 

but it was nice to sit and talk to and get to know people 

who you’ve seen but not really spoken to at club.  A 

wonderful day out and I hope to join many other club 

outings. 

With spring in step, I'm happier yet, 

No moss about my soul, 

I'll keep walking on to death 

God's beauty makes me whole 
 

If you ask me why I go 

Along this path in life, 

The open road's the home I know 

My brother, son and wife ! 
 

With God as guide (I have much pride) 

In rain or dawning sun, 

His Love it eases every stride, 

Life's ladders' topmost rung. 
 

I love the winding, wand' ring way, 

No cause for me to toil, 

When I've gone, I'll melt away 

And mingle with the soil ! 

 
Words © Graham Walker & Photo © Peter Handford ARPS 

The Tramp 
 

By Peter Handford 
 

 

Down the leafy lane I pass, 

Sun dapples through the shade 

With confidence I sing at last 

A nut-brown hairy blade ! 
 

 

I love so much the vagrant life, 

The free and easy way, 

I sink no roots beneath the turf 

No man can bid me 'Stay' 
 

The open road's my heaven's path 

From this I seldom stray, 

Though Nature's wiles, her spells do cast, 

I can break away. 

The trip of a lifetime 

Ecuador and the 

Galapagos Islands 
 

(Part 1) 
 

By Sandy Pullar 
 

 Ecuador straddles the 

equator on the Pacific coast of 

South America and, although 

small (slightly larger than the UK), it has one of 

the world’s most varied landscapes.  The Andes, 

which divides it into the western coastal region 

and the eastern jungles of the Amazon basin,  

contain many active volcanoes including       

Cotopaxi which, at 5897m, is the world’s highest 

active volcano.  One of Ecuador’s main            

attractions is the Galapagos Islands which are 

situated on the equator 1000km west of the 

mainland. 

 On 5th May 2007, my wife, Diane, and I 

flew to Ecuador and spent just over 2 weeks on 

the mainland and a further week sailing round the 

Galapagos Islands.  Approaching Quito, which 

after La Paz in Bolivia, is the world’s second 

highest capital city (2850m), we got some      

magnificent views of the volcanoes, including 

Cotopaxi. 

 Quito is 

h e a v i l y       

influenced by 

the Spanish 

c o l o n i a l      

period. 

  ......./contd 
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It gave us the opportunity to try and photograph the 

thousands of highly coloured humming birds       

visiting the many feeders.  This was not too difficult 

providing they were sitting on the feeder or a 

branch. 

 Photographing them in flight was much more 

of a challenge and I have to say I was not very    

successful.  In addition to the humming birds, there 

were many other spectacular birds like the Toucan 

Barbet and the comical looking Pale-Mandibled 

Araçari (a large toucan-like bird).  On both      

mornings that we were there we got up before the 

crack of dawn (4 a.m.) to trek through the cloud  

forest to see and hear the Cock-of-the-Rock         

displaying.  This is a bright red, hen-sized bird with 

black wings and tail and a white rump.  Although 

we saw it on both occasions, I was only able to  

photograph it on the first.  Even then I found it very 

difficult to take photographs under the dense      

dripping canopy at about 5.30 in the morning.  I 

used an ISO of 1600 or 3200 and, not surprisingly, 

found that there was an unacceptable amount of 

noise.  Our chairman, Alan, suggested I purchase a 

noise reduction program called ‘Noise Ninja’.  This 

I have done and although the results are not         

altogether perfect, they are good enough to stick in 

an album as a record of the occasion.  On the first   

morning we were introduced to Maria.  She turned 

out to be a Giant Antpitta which came out of the  

forest and posed for us on a convenient tree stump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After further attempts to photograph the bird life 

around our lodge, we returned to our ‘base’ in Quito 

to get ready for our next excursion; this time to the 

Amazon rain forest. 

 There are many very large, highly ornate 

churches with interiors covered with acres of gold 

leaf and many of the other buildings are well    

maintained and newly painted. Although there is a 

lot of poverty, particularly amongst the many native 

Indian tribes, it is not overt and not threatening. We 

felt that we were safe walking round on our own 

providing we took the same sort of precautions one 

would take in any other city. 

 Ecuador makes a lot of the fact that it is     

situated on the equator and it has built a monument, 

La Mitad del Mondo (The Middle of the World), on 

the place where Charles-Marie de La Condamine 

determined the location of the equator in 1736.  It 

has a large 30m high tower in the middle and a line 

on the ground marking the equator.  One can do the 

normal touristy things like standing with one foot in 

each hemisphere and watching water go down the 

plughole clockwise in the south and anticlockwise 

in the north (3m apart).  Unfortunately, the effect is 

slightly spoilt when one realises that, according to 

GPS, the ‘equator’ line is 240m off the mark.       

Although not bad for 1736, it makes a nonsense of 

the plughole demonstration. 

 About 50km north of Quito lies the market 

town of Otavalo.  We visited its craft market, which 

offers the opportunity to purchase some of the many 

tapestries and very colourful silk fabrics, and, also 

the very interesting food market where we were able 

to get much more of an idea of everyday Ecuadorian 

life.  The stalls in the food market, which are full of 

beautiful fresh-looking fruit, vegetables and meat 

(mainly cooking or cooked whole pigs), are closely 

packed and the whole area is bustling with people 

and dogs.  There are also a large number of      

physically and mentally handicapped adults either 

sitting in corners of the stalls or making their way 

round as best they could.  It is very much a matter of 

‘care in the community’.  The locals, particularly the 

indiginas, do not like having their photograph taken 

and tend to make quite a fuss if they think a camera 

is pointing at anything close to their direction. 

 One of the main objectives of the holiday was 

to see and, if possible, photograph the Ecuadorian 

wildlife and our first opportunity came on a visit to 

the cloud forest. Apart from our guide and driver, 

we were the 

only people 

staying at 

our particular 

lodge and it 

was, there-

fore, very 

quiet and 

peaceful. 

Photoshop Hints & Tips 
 

From our Adobe Photoshop “Helpdesk” 
 

Do you use "Image" / "Adjustments" / "Levels" (or 

"Curves") ?  DON'T.  Use adjustment layers instead.  These 

are invisible layers that sit above your normal image & you 

can apply changes. "Layer" / "New Adjustment Layer" / 

"whatever". The beauty of this approach is that it is non-

destructive.  All  alterations are independent of the original 

image.  If you don't like the change, just alter the            

adjustment layer.  Or delete it and start again. 

Our thanks to Bruce Little (an ex BCC member) for this tip.  

Do you have any ? Then do tell us. 


